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Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I rise
on behalf of Senator BREAUX and my-
self to take note of the 100th birthday
of one of Louisiana’s favorite sons and
one of our Nation’s finest talents. Most
Americans know Jimmie Davis
through his world-famous song, ‘‘You
Are My Sunshine,’’ one of the most
popular songs in the history of re-
corded music. However, for Louisian-
ians, Jimmie Davis is much more than
a consummate entertainer and south-
ern gentleman, he also helped lead
Louisiana’s government to new
heights, passing the first retirement
benefits for State employees, the first
reforestation legislation and the first
program to give free milk to school
children.

Jimmie Davis has been a college
teacher, shaken hands with five or six
Presidents, appeared in half a dozen
movies, performed with stars such as
Gene Autry, Frank Sinatra and Elvis
Presley, and twice was elected Gov-
ernor of Louisiana.

During his second term as Governor,
the State’s economy was in a down-
ward spiral. However, by the end of his
term, employment was higher than
ever, personal incomes were up, school
teachers saw their full salary schedule
implemented and the ambitious Toledo
Bend Dam was started.

Jimmie Davis is widely known as a
beloved and colorful leader. One day on
the way to his office, he rode his horse
up the Capitol steps, into the elevator
and into his office. He ended every
State legislative session with his
band’s rendition of ‘‘It Makes No Dif-
ference Now.’’

Jimmie Davis is truly a Louisiana
State treasure and a treasure for all
Americans. He definitely is our sun-
shine.

He is a man whom we all hope we can
be like, because he is, as I say, cele-
brating his 100th birthday. So with
those of us who hope to live to be 100,
Jimmie Davis is a good example of how
to do it.

Jimmie Davis still loves to sing to
this day, and if Majority Leader LOTT
would encourage him, he would prob-
ably join the Senate singing group be-
cause he is still quite active.

Governor Jimmie Davis is one of
Louisiana’s favorite sons.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The legislative assistant proceeded

to call the roll.
Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I

ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that following
time under the control of Senator

COVERDELL, the following Senators be
recognized to speak in morning busi-
ness:

Senator DORGAN for up to 15 minutes,
to be followed by Senator COLLINS for
up to 15 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

THE TAX RELIEF PROPOSAL

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, at
the end of July, beginning of August,
the Congress, in an almost unprece-
dented fashion and with speed, passed a
very significant tax relief bill in Wash-
ington. It has been the subject of much
discussion and debate.

We could not find very accurate de-
scriptions of this tax proposal, and so
Senators and House Members who be-
lieved in tax relief went home, and for
the last month they have held 500, 700
town halls. They have been throughout
the country describing what the tax
proposal actually is.

I remember being in a small city in
the northern part of my State, Rome,
GA, and saying, so far, I had read very
little that adequately described what
the totality of the tax proposal was.

I have just come from a press con-
ference in the Senate gallery with
House and Senate Members. I was
taken by the fact that of the six or
seven Members there, they all spoke of
this mischaracterization they were
struggling with when they initially got
home. It was characterized as a very
large tax bill that would disrupt Social
Security and Medicare. There was very
little understanding of the proposal,
which is this: It is proposed that over
the next 10 years, there will be some $3
trillion in surpluses.

Now, these surpluses are a product of
the fact that over the last 4 years, a
majority of the U.S. Congress has ar-
gued for balanced budgets and for fi-
nancial constraint. That has produced
a very positive economy and, indeed,
we are now seeing these numbers that
suggest there could be up to $3 trillion
in surplus over the next 10 years. Well,
what are Washington policymakers
going to do about it?

At the end of July, the Congress
passed this proposal. It said we would
take 60 percent of all the surpluses and
set it aside for Social Security. It
would either be used for Social Secu-
rity reform or to pay down debt. It as-
signed 17 percent of all these surpluses
to Medicare, education, and domestic
priorities to make sure that we keep
Medicare sound and whole. It takes 23
percent of the surpluses and returns it
to American workers—23 percent.

Now, Chairman Greenspan of the
Federal Reserve is quoted all the time
on this. He said this is what he would
do with it. If he had his first choice, he
would pay down the debt. Sixty percent
of our proposal does that. He said his
second choice would be tax relief.
Twenty-three percent of our proposal
does that. He said the last thing he
would do would be to spend it; don’t

spend it, and even this proposal spends
17 percent of it.

So the debate we are having is over
whether or not 23 percent of those sur-
pluses should be returned to American
workers or left in Washington to be
spent. As Americans have understood
this proposal, they have begun, in in-
creasing numbers, to support it. A ma-
jority of Americans now believe the
President should sign the tax relief
proposal. I don’t know if that will com-
pel him to do so, but America has
begun to understand that this is a very
balanced, reasoned plan.

Why do we think this is so impor-
tant? American workers today are pay-
ing the highest taxes they have paid
since World War II. I will repeat that.
American workers are paying at the
highest tax level they have paid since
World War II. About half of their pay-
checks are consumed by a government
at some level—local, State, and Fed-
eral. I have said this before. If Thomas
Jefferson were here today, he would
faint; and when he woke up, he would
be very mad that we had ever come to
a point that government was taking
half of what labor produces. That is
what we face today.

Economic opportunity is a funda-
mental component of what makes
American liberty work. It is a fact that
Americans have had economic inde-
pendence and they have turned into a
people who are so bold, so visionary, so
entrepreneurial, and so confident. We
are a very confident people. It goes all
the way back to the Revolution. Amer-
ican workers at that time were already
the highest paid workers in the world.
Since that time, we have seen what
happens to a people who have their own
independence. We must never take that
away from the American psyche and
culture. If we do, we will threaten the
way American liberty has worked.

Therefore, this tax relief proposal is
not some disjointed political venture.
This tax relief proposal is instrumental
in the nurturing of one of the funda-
mental principles of American liberty,
i.e., economic independence. There is
not a day in this town—and I have been
here a little over 6 years, about the
same time as the Presiding Officer—
that somebody hasn’t bemoaned the
fact that there was something Amer-
ican families needed or ought to do
that they can’t: They don’t have
enough insurance, or some of them
don’t have any; they don’t have enough
housing; they don’t have enough to
pursue the educational purposes they
seek.

If the government is taking half of
the resources away from them, are we
surprised and shocked that these fami-
lies don’t have enough to accomplish
the fundamental goals they seek, that
they can’t pay the insurance pre-
miums? If the government would leave
the money with the persons who earned
it, they could solve those problems.

There is not a wizard, wonk, or bu-
reaucrat in this city who can more ap-
propriately determine what a family
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